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Hunger Advocacy News 

SAVE THE DATE: 
APRIL 23, 2008 
3rd ANNUAL  

EAST BAY ANTI-HUNGER  
ADVOCACY TRAINING 

MAY 7, 2008 
11th ANNUAL  

HUNGER ACTION DAY 
 

Support Our Anti-Hunger  
Legislation! 

Lawmakers seek to improve access to the Food 
Stamp Program and child nutrition programs 
If you ever want to know how the bills are doing, 
check out: www.leginfo.ca.gov/bilinfo.html. 
This year was a particularly topsy-turvy year with 
bills getting amended, put into suspense and then 
resurrected at the midnight hour. That being said, 
next year we will be battling for many of the same 
bills. Currently bills AB 1060, AB 433 and AB 92 
have been turned into two-year bills. (See below 
for more details) However, two of our bills did 
make the long and perilous journey to Governor 
Schwarzenegger and those are AB 1382 and AB 
508. After many late nights and long discussions 
these bills finally made it out of the Senate and  
onto the desk of the Governor.  

AB 1060 (Laird) Simplified Reporting— This bill 
will allow food stamp participants to report every 
six months instead of quarterly. Since there were 
two six- month reporting bills this 
year this one got caught up in 
the process but hopefully will be 
signed off on in January.  
AB 433 (Beall) Categorical Eli-
gibility— A common sense bill, 
this would link MediCAL to food 
stamps- helping families maintain better health 
through nutrition. Many people were afraid this bill 
might require too much money so it was held back 
for some further analysis. However Senator 
Steinberg has promised to help Assemblymember 
Beall and other anti-hunger advocates to work on 
getting it passed early next year.  
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AB 92 (Garcia) School Breakfast Bill— This bill will 
study the effect of having free and reduced-price 
lunches and breakfasts in all schools. This bill has 
had an especially perilous journey over the last two 
years and we are hoping for it to finally be signed 
this winter as a two-year bill. 

AB 1382 (Leno) Removing Finger Imaging—This 
bill is requesting that the state of CA remove the 
finger-imaging barrier from the food stamp applica-
tion process. Unfortunately even though it made it 
all the way to Governor Schwarzenegger’s desk it 
got vetoed, however this bill will be back so be sure 
to look for it! 

AB 508 (Swanson) Transitional Support— This 
bill is finishing what AB 1796 started out to do in the 
not-so-distant past. Opening up Food Stamp eligibil-
ity to all people regardless of their drug felony 
charges will help clear up the urban myths around 
who is eligible for this program. Despite the Gover-
nor’s stringent reform for many people transitioning 
back to life outside of the prison system the Gover-
nor decided to veto this bill as well.  

Vacation in the Fall? 
Everything has been signed off on, or vetoed and 
the budget is finished and it seems like a great time 
to take a breather, right? Wrong! Now is the best 
time to connect with groups like the Department of 
Social Services, Department of Agriculture, Depart-
ment of Finance etc. to express what you think 
should go into the next year’s budget. Remember-
policy does not just happen while the legislature is in 
session, it happens all year! 
When talking to the state departments express how 
hard you know it is to make tough decisions but you 
feel making decisions that will make it easier for mil-
lions of Californians to be able to provide food for 
their family is well worth it. 

CA Department of  
Finance 

915 L Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814  

(916) 445–3878 

California Department of Social Services 

http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/cdssweb/contact.htm 

CA  Department of  
Food and Agriculture 

1220 N Street  
Sacramento, CA  95814 

(916) 654-0462 
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To protect Federal nutrition programs 
visit www.house.gov and type in your zip 

code and email your Representative. 

To support our state anti-hunger legisla-
tion visit www.govmail.ca.gov and con-

tact the governor.  

CAAH Update  
We are now back on our regular schedule to get ready for 
a really exciting spring! Our meetings are held every first 
Thursday from 10-11 am. However, starting in January we 
will switch our meetings to the second Wednesday of 
every month.  
 

In an effort  to promote more outreach we have been busy 
putting together a brochure that we will be able to hand 
out to different groups to promote the Community Advo-
cates Against Hunger. Please ask for some to hand out to 
friends and groups. 
 

Fall and Winter Events: 
Legislative Breakfast 

Holiday Party 
January Kick-Off 

 

Meet new member Ted Lawarence: When asked why Ted 
wanted to join the Community Advocates Against Hunger 
group he stated:  

 “I retired for the second time in June of 2007 as a Public Defender        
 Investigator. While working as a public defender investigator I pro
 vided assistance to defendants that could not afford the necessary 
 expense for their defense. While working as a defense investigator  
 I felt that I was making a contribution to the community. After I 
 retired I wanted to continue making a contribution of some kind 
 and that is why I am volunteering for the  advocacy program in the 
 food bank.” 

Legislative Breakfast Update 
We will be having our second annual legislative breakfast 
November 15 here at the Food Bank. This year we are 
particularly excited to invite Federal legislators as well as 
State legislators. Our main focus will be how can we work 
together with legislators to improve the Food Stamp Pro-
gram. I know that we all would like to pull out of last place 
as far as implementation of this great program goes and 
hopefully we can get some inventive ideas on how to work 
together at this year’s breakfast! 
 

Holiday Party 
December’s Community Advocates Against Hunger meet-
ing (December 6 at 10 am) will be a holiday party! This 
year we will have a slide show with great pictures of the 
past year’s events taken by Tom Lowe and some fellow 
helpers as well as some reflection on how we have grown 
in 2007 and where we would like to go in 2008. We will 
also be sure to have one or two holiday treats for every-
one!  

Advocacy Fair Update 
This January we will have an advocacy kick-off to cele-
brate the new year and new legislation! Come to this 
year’s fair to learn new tactics on how to answer tough 
questions when you are in a meeting, what the proper 
dress code is in Sacramento, how to request a meeting 
what the process is for how a bill becomes a law, how to 
become a budget advocate and many other new and great 
things!  

The Federal Farm Bill 
 

Thanks for all of your hard work around the 2007 Reauthori-
zation of the Farm Bill. Although it has been a long haul we 
feel like all of the work is paying off. As the bill passed 

through the house we were 
pleased with what was in-
cluded in the bill.  
 
Now the farm bill is in the 
Senate and we are hoping 
that our many personal visits 

to both D.C. and their district 
offices will be equally influ-
ential. Please take a few 
minutes to call your senator 
and tell them how important 
you think the Food Stamp 
Program is to our state. (Remember to note that California 
has about 50% of income eligible families participating and 
Alameda County has only about 58% of families participat-
ing). It is important to remind the legislators that these pro-
grams are life supports for many of their constituents (read: 
their “butter” for the Nancy Amidei fans). 
Please take the time and contact Senators Feinstein and 
Boxer in their district office and let them know that people 
really do care about the Farm Bill and about the Food Stamp 
Program! 
 

 
 

Senator Dianne   

Feinstein  

One Post Street, Suite 

2450  

San Francisco, CA 94104  

Phone: (415) 393-0707  

Fax: (415) 393-0710  

Senator Barbara Boxer  

1700 Montgomery St, Ste 

240 

San Francisco, CA 94111 
Phone: 415) 403-0100          
Fax: (415) 956-6701  

 

Legislative Tally for 2007:  
59 Legislative Visits since January  2007 6 with US Senators 8 with US Congresspeople 16  with California Senators 22 with California Representatives  3 with Governor Schwarzenegger’s  staff 
3 with State Department heads 1 with a County Supervisor. 


