FEEDING AMERICA NAMES HUNGER’S HOPE WINNERS FOR 2016
Nation’s Largest Domestic Hunger-Relief Organization
Honors Food Banks and their Leaders
CHICAGO – April 21, 2016–Feeding America, the nation’s largest domestic hunger-relief
organization, presented the 2016 Hunger’s Hope Awards at their annual conference last night in
Houston.
Feeding America is a network of 200 food banks that provides food and groceries to more than 46
million people each year through 60,000 food pantries and meal programs in communities across
America.
The 2016 Hunger’s Hope Award Winners are:
2016 Member of the Year
Alameda County Community Food Bank (Oakland, California) was recognized for its nutrition
policies, SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) outreach, innovative partnerships and its
commitment to advocacy and community engagement.
The food bank’s advocacy team has been named to the Feeding America Advocacy Hall of Fame for
three consecutive years, due to its efforts to protect federal nutrition programs.
The food bank was also cited for its innovative partnerships with the city of Oakland, local school
districts, libraries and county social service agencies. New programs developed by the food bank have
been embraced as state-wide tactics to expand meal programs.
“The Alameda County Community Food Bank is a highly collaborative organization that shares best
practices, tactics and ideas with the Feeding America nationwide network of food banks. They actively
participate in committees at the national office, present at our conferences throughout the year, and
generously mentor other food banks,” said Diana Aviv, CEO of Feeding America.
2016 Network Leader of the Year
Michelle L. Riley, CEO of The Foodbank, Inc. (Dayton, Ohio), was recognized for extraordinary and
exemplary leadership and service by an executive director/CEO in the Feeding America network.
Under Michelle’s leadership, distribution of food to people in the food bank’s service area has increased
by 58 percent in the past five years. The distribution of fresh produce increased by 215 percent during
the same time period.

“Michelle has accomplished much by placing people at the center of her work. She has built a strong
team that will continue to make an impact. She was also a major voice in the Feeding America Contract
Task Force team, working to ensure that the voices of food banks across the country were heard, and
keeping the member contract in line with core values of the Feeding America network,” said Aviv.
2016 John van Hengel Fellowship
Jaynee K. Day, President & CEO, Second Harvest Food Bank of Middle Tennessee, (Nashville) is
this year’s recipient of the John van Hengel Fellowship. The award honors the ideals of the late John van
Hengel, who developed the concept of food banking in the 1960s. It recognizes an executive director
of a member food bank for his or her excellence in leadership, local impact and national influence, and
commitment and entrepreneurial spirit in the area of hunger relief.
Day has served the Second Harvest Food Bank of Middle Tennessee for 28 years.
Her visionary spirit are best exemplified through various innovations that demonstrate her creativity and
boldness in how she approaches problems and barriers to achieve success.
“Jaynee is a network veteran with a caring heart and great vision. Her work has been vital to both
Second Harvest Food Bank of Middle Tennessee and the Feeding America network. In her community,
she has played a founding role in SNAP outreach, advocacy efforts and reclamation partnerships. At
the network level, Jaynee has served on the National Advisory Council, our Board of Directors and
numerous national committees,” Aviv said.
###
About Feeding America
Feeding America is the nationwide network of 200 food banks that leads the fight against hunger in the
United States. Together, we provide food to more than 46 million people through 60,000 food pantries
and meal programs in communities across America. Feeding America also supports programs that
improve food security among the people we serve; educates the public about the problem of hunger;
and advocates for legislation that protects people from going hungry. Individuals, charities, businesses
and government all have a role in ending hunger. Donate. Volunteer. Advocate. Educate. Together we
can solve hunger. Visit www.feedingamerica.org, find us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter.
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